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SUBJECT: MINISTER LEBER PIRES ANOTHER GENERAL 

REF: BONN 18553 DTG 03I748Z NOV 76 

BEGIN SUMMARY: A PRESS CONTROVERSY HAS ERUPTED OVER THE 
ACTIVITIES OF MAJOR GENERAL DR. EBERHARD WAGEMANN, THE 
COMMANDER OP THE BUNDESWEHR (FEDERAL ARMED FORCES) 

ACADEMY AT HAMBURG. ALLEGEDLY, WAGEMANN DISOBEYED AN 
INSTRUCTION FROM THE BUNDESTAG DEPENSE COMMITTEE TO 
INTRODUCE CODETERMINATION IN THE SCHOOL. HE HAD ALSO 
BEEN IN HOT WATER BECAUSE OP A PRO-PINOCHET LECTURE GIVEN 
BY A CHILEAN STUDENT AT THE ACADEMY. MINISTER LEBER 
SETTLED THE MATTER BY DIRECTING THAT WAGEMANN BE RETIRED 
ON SEPTEMBER 30. IN MAKING THIS DECISION, HE ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE REAL TARGET OF WAGEMANN'S CRITICS WAS NOT THE 
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GENERAL BUT THE PEDERAL MINISTER OP DEPENSE. LEBER 
EMPHATICALLY DENIED THAT HE WAS SUPPERING PROM OPFICE 
PATIGUE AND ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO STAY ON THE JOB. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON JANUARY 10 THE WEST GERMAN RADIO REPORTED THAT 
THE COMMANDER OP THE BUNDESWEHR ACADEMY, MAJOR GENERAL 
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DR. EBERHARD WAGEMANN, EACED EARLY RETIREMENT. ON THE 
EVENING OE JANUARY 10, THE SPOKESMAN OF THE DEEENSE 
MINISTRY DECLARED THAT MINISTER LEBER HAD ALREADY 
DECIDED ON THE ROUTINE BUNDESWEHR PERSONNEL CHANGES MADE 
EACH APRIL 1 AND THAT WAGEMANN WAS NOT ON THE EORTHCOMING 
LIST. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE SPOKESMAN ADDED, A PRE- 
MATURE RETIREMENT WOULD NOT BE UNUSUAL BECAUSE OE WAGE- 
MANN'S WORLD WAR II WOUNDS. DESPITE THIS DENIAL, THE 
JANUARY 1 1 ISSUE OF MAJOR NEWSPAPERS CARRIED REPORTS 
ABOUT WAGEMANN'S POSSIBLE EARLY RETIREMENT. THE PAPERS 
NOTED THAT WAGEMANN, WHO IS CONSIDERED A HIGHLY QUALIEIED 
OEFICER AND ALSO A VERY OPINIONATED MAN, HAS NOT ONLY 
BEEN SUBJECT TO CRITICISM BY LEET WING SPD POLITICIANS 
BUT ALSO HAS PEW PRIENDS. 

2. WAGEMANN HAD BECOME PARTICULARLY WELL-KNOWN WHEN 
HE ALLOWED COLONEL KRAUSHAAR, A STUDENT AT THE HAMBURG 
BUNDESWEHR ACADEMY, TO ADDRESS STUDENTS AND PACULTY 
MEMBERS LAST YEAR. THIS SPEECH WAS CONSIDERED AS A 
EULOGY OF THE PINOCHET REGIME IN CHILE. SOME PAPERS HAVE 
ALSO ALLEGED THAT WAGEMANN NEGLECTED THE PRINCIPLES OP 
"INNERE PUEHRUNG" (LEADERSHIP AND CIVIC EDUCATION). 

HOWEVER, THE JANUARY 13 ISSUE OP THE "FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG" (INDEPENDENT/CONSERVATIVE) CLAIMED 
THAT WAGEMANN WAS AMONG THE PIRST TO EIGHT POR THE 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF "INNERE FUEHRUNG" PRINCIPLES IN THE 
BUNDESWEHR. INDEED, DURING GENERAL ULRICH DE MAIZIERE'S 
TERM OP OPPICE AS INSPECTOR GENERAL, DR. WAGEMANN HAD 
BEEN CHIEP OP THE "INNERE PUEHRUNG" SUB-SECTION OF THE 
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DEEENSE MINISTRY. 

3. WHATEVER THE TRUTH OF THIS MATTER MAY BE, WAGEMANN 
HAD GIVEN RISE TO CONTROVERSY EARLIER LAST YEAR 
BECAUSE OP HIS VIEWS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION OP THE 
ACADEMY. ON OCTOBER 1, 1975, THE BUNDESTAG DEEENSE 
COMMITTEE HAD CONCURRED IN AN SPD/PDP RECOMMENDATION AND 
DECIDED TO INTRODUCE A MORE CIVILIAN CHARACTER 

TO THE ACADEMY COMPARABLE TO THAT EXISTING IN THE 
BUNDESWEHR UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. THIS DECISION WAS 
SUPPORTED BY THE PORMER PARLIAMENTARY STATE SECRETARY IN 
THE DEFENSE MINISTRY. PARTICULAR EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON 
THE RIGHTS OP THE CODETERMINATION BODY OP THE 
BUNDESWEHR ACADEMY, THE SO-CALLED "CONSILIUM." 

4. ACCORDING TO THE JANUARY 13 ISSUE OF BONN'S 
"GENERAL-ANZEIGER ' (INDEPENDENT), DR. WAGEMANN'S DEPUTY, 
BRIGADIER GENERAL GUENTER RAULP, PRESENTED HIS VIEWS 
CONCERNING A MORE EPPECTIVE USE OF THE CODETERMINATION 
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INSTRUMENT TO WAGEMANN IN JANUARY OF 1976. 

WAGEMANN CONSIDERED THIS AN ACT OF DISOBEDIENCE SINCE 
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HE HAD MADE IT KNOWN THAT HE DID NOT WISH TO DISCUSS THE 
INTRODUCTION OF A "CONSILIUM." WAGEMANN WAS SUPPORTED 
BY AN ORDER FROM THE FORMER INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
BUNDESWEHR, ADMIRAL ARMIN ZIMMERMANN. THEIR VIEW IS 
SAID TO BE SHARED BY A MAJORITY OF HIGH-RANKING GERMAN 
MILITARY OFFICERS WHO BELIEVE THAT THE BUNDESWEHR 
ACADEMY DIFFERS BASICALLY FROM THE BUNDESWEHR COLLEGES. 
THEY FEEL THAT THE LATTER HAVE A CIVILIAN CHARACTER, 

WHILE THE ACADEMY IS A PURELY MILITARY INSTITUTION WHICH 
SHOULD BE BASED ON MILITARY PRINCIPLES. THE CONTROVERSY 
LED TO BRIGADIER GENERAL RAULF BEING TRANSFERRED TO 
HEADQUARTERS, ALLIED FORCES CENTRAL EUROPE IN BRUSSELS. 

5. REFORMERS IN THE GOVERNMENT COALITION CONSIDERED THIS 
TO BE DISOBEDIENCE OF THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE DECISION. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THEY CONTINUED PRESSING FOR THE EARLY RETIREMENT OE 
WAGEMANN. THE REFORMERS WERE ALLEGEDLY ASSURED THAT HE 
WOULD BE RETIRED ON APRIL I, 1977. THE PARLIAMENTARY 
STATE SECRETARY OE THE DEFENSE MINISTRY, DR. ANDREAS VON 
BUELOW (SPD), WAS THEN SENT TO THE ACADEMY IN ORDER TO 
INVESTIGATE MATTERS AT EIRST HAND. ACCORDING TO JAN. 

13 PRESS REPORTS, IT WAS THEN DECIDED TO DEEER WAGE- 
MANN'S RETIREMENT UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30, EOR "TECHNICAL 
REASONS." THE FORMER ERG MILITARY ATTACHE IN PARIS, 

HUBERT BUNG, NAMED AS WAGEMANN'S SUCCESSOR, 

IS SAID NOT YET TO BE SUFFICIENTLY PREPARED TO FILL THE 
POSITION OP COMMANDER OP THE BUNDESWEHR ACADEMY. 

6. ON JANUARY 17, MINISTER LEBER GAVE AN INTERVIEW TO 
THE HAMBURG "BILD" (RIGHT CENTER) WHERE HE ANNOUNCED 
THAT WAGEMANN WOULD BE RETIRED ON SEPTEMBER 30. WHILE 
DENYING THAT WAGEMANN WILL BE RETIRED EOR POLITICAL 
REASONS, LEBER ADMITTED THAT THE HEAD OP THE BUNDESWEHR 
ACADEMY HAD GIVEN HIM MORE TROUBLE THAN ANY OTHER 
GENERAL. NOTING THAT MANY OPFICERS OP GENERAL WAGE- 
MANN'S AGE GROUP HAD ALREADY BEEN RETIRED, LEBER DENIED 
THAT HE WAS ACTING UNDER PRESSURE OR THAT HE HAD PAILED 
TO PROTECT THE GENERAL. "IN REALITY THE ATTACKS ARE NOT 
DIRECTED AGAINST GENERAL WAGEMANN BUT AGAINST MYSELP. 
THE THRUST IS WE MUST COOK LEBER'S GOOSE.'" IN ANSWER 

TO THE QUESTION WHO WAS OUT TO GET HIM, LEBER WENT ON TO 
SAY: "WHAT MATTERS IS THE UPSETTING OP MY POLITICAL 
POSITION. THEY SAY WAGEMANN AND MEAN LEBER; THE TARGET 
IS THE GOVERNMENT." IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION IF HE IS 
SUFPERING FROM OFFICE PATIGUE, LEBER REPLIED WITH AN 
EMPHATIC "NO. " GOING ON, HE STATED THAT "WHAT IS TIRE- 
SOME IS THAT SOME PEOPLE KEEP CLAIMING THIS. I WILL STAY 
ON THE JOB EVEN IF THEY MAKE IT HARD FOR ME." 

7. COMMENT: IT IS HARD TO DISAGREE WITH LEBER'S CLAIM 
THAT HE IS THE REAL TARGET OP THE ATTACK. "INNER 
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LEADERSHIP" AND "CODETERMINATION" ARE, OF COURSE, IMPOR- 
TANT PRINCIPLES FOR THE GOVERNING COALITION WHICH 
BUNDESWEHR OPPICERS NEGLECT ONLY AT THE RISK OP THEIR 
CAREERS. YET, THE BASIC PACTORS APPEAR TO BE THE 
OPPOSITION'S DESIRE TO ATTACK THE GOVERNMENT WHERE THE 
COALITION SEEMS WEAKEST AND THE DESIRE OP SOME MEMBERS 
OP THE SPD'S LEFT WING TO FORCE OUT A MINISTER WHOM THEY 
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VIEW AS OVERLY-SOLICITOUS OE BUNDESWEHR VIEWS. THESE 
WERE THE GOVERNING EACTORS IN THE AEEAIR OE THE AIR EORCE 
GENERALS AND THE OTHER CONTROVERSIES WHICH HAVE SWIRLED 
AROUND THE DEEENSE MINISTRY IN RECENT YEARS (REETEL). 

THEY APPEAR TO BE OPERATIVE TODAY. 

STOESSEL 
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